Principles of Virtuous Computing


These principles are merely common sense about computing. They apply to children and adults alike. No one is perfect (errare humanum est), but one can live in a technological world wisely. This list of principles is offered in this hope.

1. Technology, used virtuously, can enhance and expand one’s intellectual and social horizons. Used improperly, it will only bring pain.

2. Technology amplifies what one does (either good or bad things).

3. Do what is right when you think no one is observing you, and you will have a clear conscience.

4. You are never anonymous online. At least one person knows what you did.

5. One must sacrifice personal integrity to do mischief with a computer.

6. Minors who abuse high technology put themselves and their families at legal and emotional risk.

7. “Hackers” can do more (and less) than you (and they) think they can.

8. A computer is not a toy. It is a sophisticated global communications device that can be monitored without the user’s consent or knowledge.

9. Email is public communication that is logged and stored by the ISP for legal and maintenance reasons. This applies to chat and instant messaging.

10. Electronic communications records can and will be seized by law enforcement if legal action is taken against the user. Even those records archived by the user’s ISP.

11. It is easier to document and thus control human behavior when technology is involved than it is to attempt to control people without it. Any kind of networked activity can be electronically and automatically documented and can be monitored. 

12. Do not sell your integrity for a free file or a “prank”.

13. Respect other people’s privacy.

14. Just because you can do something technologically does not mean that you ought to do it.

15. Admitting to yourself that someone online can fool you is the best way to avoid being taken advantage of. Do not sleepwalk online.

16. Only do and write things online that you wouldn’t mind your mother knowing about, reading, or viewing.
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